Anticholesterol antibodies and plaque formation.
Immunization of rabbits with a protein-free formulation consisting of liposomes containing 71% cholesterol and lipid A induced cholesterol antibodies in rabbits fed a diet containing 0.5% and 1.0% cholesterol. Elevation in plasma cholesterol levels was significantly less in immunized than in nonimmunized rabbits. Immunization also resulted in a marked decrease in the risk of developing atherosclerosis as determined by analysis of aortic atherosclerosis by quantitative histological examination and fatty streaks by automated morphometric probability-of-occurrence mapping.